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In the CWEDDÕs opinion, the main aim of regional
activity relating to waste should be prevention, which
comes down to limiting at source the generation of a
series of environmental impacts. Regional policy still has
to make progress in this direction. Among other things,
it is a question of raising the awareness of the consumer
and the distribution sector, and of integrating the con-
cepts of a circular economy and of functionality.

The creation and implementation of a new regional
Waste Plan seems to be an essential phase in achieving
this goal. But if this Plan should make a strong effort to
encourage prevention, it will also be necessary to know
everything about waste flows, the treatment capacities
available and the capacities needed.

Knowledge of the amount of waste and waste man-
agement capacities is fundamental for the implemen-
tation of a policy on this subject. Now, there are no fig-
ures for such waste with regard to Ð for example Ð the
waste from SMEs, shops and service industries (treated
as household waste). The CWEDD thinks this gap
should be closed. As regards capacities, the CWEDD
has already been asking for an inventory of the
remaining landfill capacities to be taken for some
years, and for the rate at which they are filling up to be
disclosed.

As far as dredging sludge is concerned, the CWEDD
emphasises the importance of prevention, i.e. the
reduction of the amounts of sediment discharged into
watercourses by various measures which concern agri-
culture, in particular (agri-environmental measures,
good practice, etc.), land-use planning and soil policy.

In the context of the Waste Plan referred to, the
CWEDD has formulated several recommendations and
reflections:
- sludge from wastewater treatment plants is an

urgent matter: the quantities are continuously on the
increase. Their quality is the deciding factor in the
selection of the most appropriate recovery sectors.
The CWEDD wishes to draw peopleÕs attention to
the options for developing bio-methanisation asso-
ciated with wastewater treatment plants. For the
CWEDD, agricultural use is not a sector which should
be given priority.

- With regard to dredging sludge, an industrial treat-
ment sector should also be developed, it being
understood that the CWEDD is clearly in favour of
continuing dredging operations. Dredging sludge
and sludge from wastewater treatment plants are
those which should have priority, as they determine
the conditions for other policies with important envi-
ronmental repercussions (water purification, deve-
lopment of inland waterways, etc.).

- Lessons should be drawn from what are sometimes
the pernicious effects of the current regulations. For
example, has a proper measurement been carried
out of the environmental impact of the ÒrecoveryÓ
decree (14/06/2001) in terms of backfilling and
reworking of soils? Or the impact of the real cost in
terms of domestic incineration and fly tipping? An
assessment should be carried out in order to alter the
orientation of the measures to be taken as well as
possible, or to ensure that they are adequately tes-
ted.

Once waste has been created, the existence of ade-
quate facilities for recovering or recycling waste
should be ensured, with a view to banning the land-
filling of intermediate waste. The CWEDD has some
additional comments to make regarding some specific
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5. WASTE

flows and recovery processes:
- Fermentable waste: domestic composting should be

encouraged everywhere, except in a densely popula-
ted urban area, where collection followed by bio-
methanisation seems indicated as the best policy;

- Vehicles and waste electrical and electronic equip-
ment (WEEE): their recycling should be ensured at
end of life, wherever they are, and under acceptable
social and environmental conditions. This is why the
CWEDD emphasises that the problems of exporting
them should be studied;

- Construction waste: to try and introduce consisten-
cy, the Walloon Region needs to make sure that an
industrial sector exists to handle waste from projects
resulting in “energy premiums”. Moreover, the exis-
tence of facilities for construction waste in general
should also be ensured;

- Generating electricity from incinerators is certainly
one possible method of using waste, but not the only
one. Heating networks, for example, should also be
encouraged, whatever the combustion installation.
Recycling is also one way of re-use which should be
developed.

As regards legislation, the CWEDD wants to see a def-
inition adopted for final waste, and wants the idea of
a by-product to be clearly defined. To make things
more consistent, it is asking for some clarifications
regarding the definitions of waste (regional level) and
products (federal level). These definitions have impor-
tant consequences on the economic activity of the
sector.

Finally, the CWEDD recommends that research should
be carried on into biodegradable materials, like plas-
tics, for example.
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increased over the last 10 years, as has river transport’s
share. As regards passenger transport, the share taken
by mass transport (train, bus and tram) has grown (in
passenger-km). If we look at air transport, which is not
included in these trends, we nonetheless note that, with
the development of regional airports, air transport’s mar-
ket share has “exploded” since the end of the nineties,
in terms of passengers and tonnes of freight.

In 15 years, the Walloon Region’s road network has grown
by 8%, to the advantage of the motorways and munici-
pal roads. It is one of the densest networks in Europe, as
is the rail network, although this is being cut back.
As the distances travelled are continuously increasing, the
atmospheric emissions from transport are worrying in
terms of their absolute value and, above all, of their high
rate of increase.

Among negative environmental trends, we should men-
tion the continuing “dieselisation” of vehicles on the
roads, the low occupancy rates, and the fact that more
and more people are becoming motor vehicle owners.
Among positive trends, we should point out the decou-
pling between transportation and emissions of acidifying
substances between 1995 and 2004.

Both urban development and the extension of the trans-
port networks are constantly reducing landscape diver-
sity as sprawl and fragmentation gain ground. They are
harmful from a landscape but also from a biological point
of view, in that they isolate habitats (which are also being
reduced in size) and thus exert pressure on biodiversity.

In the Prospective Note 2001-2002, the CWEDD formu-
lated various recommendations for managing the land-
scape better.  Since then, the Florence Convention has
come into force, and its principles are little by little filter-
ing through into practice. A frame of reference for land-
scapes has emerged with the creation of landscape maps
for the Walloon Region, produced under the aegis of the
Standing Conference on Land-use Development (Con-
férence permanente du développement territorial - CPDT).
An atlas of landscapes has also been published. Finally, the
decree governing nature reserves was adopted on 3 July,
2008. It provides, in particular, for the adoption of a “land-
scape charter” by nature parks.

Facts

6. LAND-USE PLANNING / MOBILITY / 
LANDSCAPES

The Walloon Region is becoming more and more urbanised,
and this at the expense of agricultural land, whilst wood-
lands are being maintained. The area occupied by hous-
ing has increased faster than any other over the last 20
years, followed by that taken up by economic activities
and leisure activities. The urbanised area in the region
amounted to 233,847 hectares in 2007 (13.88% of the
region), as opposed to 196,300 in 1986.

Urban sprawl is continuing, driven by a nexus of under-
lying interacting socioeconomic and cultural factors: prop-
erty prices, the growing importance of accessibility and
road transport for the activities of companies and house-
holds, an increase in the number of households and a
reduction in their size, together with increased leisure
time …

While it may be a potentially interesting organisational tool
for the region, it must be admitted that the sector plan has
not made it possible to check urban sprawl and the frag-
mentation of land.

The transport activity is linked to the gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP). Freight transport is growing a little faster than
this last statistic, and passenger transport a little more
slowly. Road transport is the dominant transport mode,
whether for freight or passenger transport. Road trans-
port’s share of the freight market (in tonnes-km) has
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Recommendations

As regards the two connected areas of land-use plan-
ning and transport, the CWEDD detects two essential
environmental issues. The first is the pressure exerted on
areas which cannot be urbanised, and the second is the
severe impact of transport on all environmental elements
(infrastructures, atmospheric emissions, noise, biodiver-
sity, health, etc.). Faced with these observations, the
CWEDD wishes to put forward the two overall recom-
mendations set out below, together with its reflections
on the landscape.

Exerting control over 
urbanisation

The areas which cannot be urbanised should be able to
provide for the coexistence of basic functions (produc-
tion of food, raw materials and energy, hosting biodi-
versity, carbon storage) while still taking into account
functions such as the landscape, tourism and leisure activ-
ities. They should contribute to European self-sufficiency
in food while reducing the environmental impact of agri-
cultural activity. They should support a diversified cov-
ering of woodland which allows the forest to fulfil its
various functions.

It is, in fact, a question of exerting control over urban-
isation, of strengthening it in the population centres –
in other words, of structuring the region in order to
make frugal use of land resources4. The CWEDD also
reports that an official population of 12.5 million peo-
ple is forecasted in Belgium in 20605, which merely rein-
forces this requirement to make frugal use of the soil.
Now the sector plans, drawn up for the circumstances
prevailing in the seventies and eighties, no longer cor-
respond well enough with current objectives. In addi-
tion, it must be admitted that the conditions are not yet
ripe for a complete and comprehensive review of the
plans in question, as has also been realised by the Direc-
torate-General for Land-use Planning, Housing and Her-
itage (DGATLP6) in a recent annual report. This is why

Prospective Note | CWEDD

4 While conserving green belt areas and ecological meshing: see
recommendations entitled “Biodiversity”.

5 SPF Economie and Bureau fédéral du Plan, May, 2008
6 Former name of the Directorate-General “Land-use Planning,

Housing, Heritage and Energy” of the Walloon public service
(Direction générale “Aménagement du territoire, Logement,
Patrimoine et Energie”).
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and providing protection for areas which cannot be
urbanised. On a local level, this revision can usefully be
complemented or supported by the creation of munici-
pal structural plans which, in the opinion of the
CWEDD, should always be encouraged.

In a parallel initiative, the municipal financing system
should be rethought, with a view to making more eco-
nomical use of the land. In effect, the municipalities are
currently using the area which can be urbanised as a
source of tax revenue through additional percentages
of income tax (IPP) and property tax. The search for
supplementary revenues can thus act as a motor for
unbridled urban sprawl.

The CWEDD is also requesting that the typical content
of the Environmental Impact Assessment of plans is
reviewed (see “Drawing up policies” above).

Finally, as regards knowledge of the region, the
CWEDD considers that more data should be collected
on non-urbanised land and the changes involved
(types of use, etc.).

A sustainable mobility policy

If exerting control over urbanisation will reduce the
demand for transport at its source, mobility measures
should be taken simultaneously to reduce the demand

Recommendations on 
specific subject areas

>2

the CWEDD emphasises that we should get down to
the following tasks:
- developing a land policy;
- updating the SDER, translating it into operational

lines of conduct, and integrating them into planning
documents, in association with the land policy refer-
red to above;

- clearly defining the alternative compensation mea-
sures referred to in Article 46 3° of the CWATUP
(Walloon Land-use Planning, Town Planning and
Heritage Code);

- creating the conditions for a review of the sector
plans by bringing together, as emphasised by the
DGATLP in its annual report for 2007, the basic data
on the legal and actual situations.

In this way, whatever the deadline for a complete revi-
sion of the sector plans, which is the objective (as is
recommended, moreover, by the report entitled
“OECD Environmental Performance Review: Belgium”,
which was issued in 2007), the planning policy should
definitely proceed in a coherent way and in phase with
the current concern with sustainable development.
Apart from the functions traditionally taken into
account (housing, economic activities, etc.), this revi-
sion will also take in criteria relating to considerations
of energy, mobility and frugality: population density,
mixed functions in the same area, hours of sunshine
per year, harmonising mobility and accessibility profiles
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even more, improve the alternative supply and promo-
te a multi-modal approach. So the CWEDD makes the
following recommendations:
- To reduce the demand for travel:

• promote short-circuit productions with a smaller eco-
logical footprint in order to reduce transportation;

• favour reasonable use of remote working within a
specific framework, particularly with a view to redu-
cing traffic and taking its eco-balance sheet into
account;

• draw inspiration from accessibility maps, like those
from the CPDT, in selecting locations for implanta-
tion of new travel generators (employees, clients,
visitors, consumers, etc.).

- To bring about a more sustainable modal distribution
of goods and passenger transportation:
• develop a regional long-term freight strategy which

is based on an optimal and limited network of
multi-modal Walloon transportation platforms, and
on the high-speed freight train which has yet to be
implemented;

• continue to remove obstacles to rail and waterway
transport (dredging, head room);

• organise road pricing, while attempting to interna-
lise environmental costs in a fair way. One possibi-
lity is to follow up on recent European methodolo-
gical progress on this question through the release
concerning the Commission’s “Greening transport”
initiatives (8/7/8) COM (2008) 433 final (revision
of the “Eurovignette” Directive);

• organise sustainable and structuring urban mobility
(taking inspiration from guidelines issued by the
CESRW on this question7);

• maintain short railway lines, stations and halts
(example: routes going towards RER stations);

• develop car sharing schemes and support car sha-
ring on a wider scale;

• encourage environmentally friendly modes of
transport more decisively than at present. In 2001,
the CWEDD recommended that urban mobility
should be managed by putting the accent on bikes.
Now, the “bike+” plan has still not been imple-
mented… For example, it would be judicious if,
when any work was being done on roadways, this
was tied up with the creation of cycle tracks (with
separate cycling lanes when possible), and provi-
sion was made for their subsequent maintenance;

• encourage employees to draw inspiration from
pilot experiments relating to mobility plans for
industrial areas, with a view to extending them to
other business development areas. 7 Advice A.930 dated 16 June, 2008 on urban mobility in the

Walloon Region, available (in French only) from www.cesrw.be,
under headings “Activités”, “Avis”, and “Répertoire des avis”.

In the end, it is a question of optimising the existing
road transport, for example by encouraging technolo-
gical measures to reduce impacts. The CWEDD pro-
poses, in particular, that the image of public transport
should be reinforced by the selection of more environ-
ment-friendly motor transport modes.

With regard to passenger air transport, the CWEDD
notes the lack of a link between airport policies and
environmental policies, and requests some reflection on
the compatibility of developing regional airports and
the environmental objectives of Wallonia, in particular
in the climate and ozone areas. The CWEDD considers
that efforts to reduce the environmental impacts of
mobility include travel by Walloons outside the region,
and thus mobility linked to tourism and leisure activities.
It might be necessary, for example, to increase the
modal share of rail travel for European journeys, a par-
ticularly small share, according to the Report.

Landscapes

As regards the landscape, the CWEDD thinks that we
must ensure that the regional development is integrated
into the context of the existing landscape, and contri-
butes as much as possible to the identity of the regions.
To achieve this, it recommends that tools already develo-
ped should be promoted and utilised - General
Regulations relating to Buildings on Rural Sites
(Réglement général sur les bâtisses en sites rural -
RGBSR), pamphlets from local action groups (Groupes
d’actions locales - GAL), nature parks, Standing
Conference on Regional Development (Conférence per-
manente du développement territorial - CPDT), landsca-
pe atlas, etc. This applies equally well to cityscapes, which
should be conserved and improved as part of the mana-
gement of cities and their outskirts.

Finally, the CWEDD would like to draw your attention to
the preservation of certain landscapes with regard to
regional targets for producing green energy. In fact,
numerous wind farm projects are emerging, which inclu-
de some at the heart of listed landscapes. The CWEDD is
fully behind the development of renewable energy
sources, and is advocating that it should be achieved in
harmony with the Florence Convention. This considera-
tion should be taken into account in the updating of the
Reference Framework which the CWEDD puts forwards
in the section entitled “Air / Climate / Energy”.
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Particles generated by human activity (a major public
health problem) apparently reduce life expectancy in
Belgium by 13 months. It is, in particular, the increase
in diesel traffic (+ 240% diesel vehicles in Belgium
over a 10-year period) which is being questioned,
together with certain industrial activities and heating.
Transport is also at the origin of the precursors of tro-
pospheric ozone, another subject which causes a great
deal of anxiety (excess mortality associated with pollu-
tion peaks).

If the quality of foodstuffs does not pose any general
problem, in certain cases, the consumption of garden
produce may expose consumers to miscellaneous pol-
lutants (dioxins and others). With regard to dioxins, it
must be underlined that, if the emissions from inciner-
ators are diminishing, the incineration of waste by
households is by definition not monitored. 

Levels of radioactivity are very low in Belgium and can
mainly be accounted for by natural sources. As for
non-ionising radiation, doubts still persist concerning
the long-term use of mobile telephones.
Recommendations counselling prudence should be
followed in this context.

It is also important to keep as close an eye as possible
on the effects of climate change on health, as certain
trends are already making themselves felt.

Noise is the main environmental nuisance factor com-
plained of by the population. Its effects go from sim-
ple hearing fatigue (temporary hearing loss) to irre-
versible hearing loss. Noise also generates non-audito-
ry results: psychological malaise, disturbed sleep,
behavioural and social effects, and mental health dis-
orders. The main source of noise in the Walloon
Region is traffic, whether road, air or rail. An estimate
of the rate of exposure to noise made compulsory by
Directive 2002/49/EC for 2007 or 2012 (as the case
may be) has not been carried out yet, any more than
the noise exposure plans have, with the exception of
those relating to regional airports. Noise has disturbing
effects on animals as well. For example, studies have
shown that it is one of the factors which have made
some birds even rarer, as it leads to a loss of quality in
the habitats of nesting birds, especially along road-
sides.

Facts

7. ENVIRONMENT – HEALTH / NOISE

Various data demonstrate that there has been an
increase in the body burden of pollutants and the
prevalence of pathologies which it is suspected are
linked to environmental factors: cancers, asthma, male
infertility, etc. If environmental degradation can be
translated into years of life in good health lost, it is
nonetheless true that life expectancy continues to
increase.

The causal links between environmental factors and
effects on health remain difficult to establish, given
the multiplicity of factors and of their effects, the vari-
ations from one individual to another and the scarcity
of available data. However, the principle of precau-
tions prompts us to act, all the more so since studies
dedicated to the costs of environmental impacts on
health indicate that inordinately large sums are
involved.

Many potentially polluting factors are present in peo-
ple’s homes: CO, NOX, VOC, biocides, flame retar-
dants, dust mites, mildew, the legionellosis virus,
radon, asbestos, lead, etc., as shown by figures gath-
ered in the Walloon Region or in neighbouring regions
/ countries. Likewise, many homes still have lead pip-
ing which has not yet been replaced. Now, a small-
scale study of private homes indicates that water sof-
teners soften too much and should be better regulat-
ed. That may pose a problem if these two factors are
present in the same household: water which is soft-
ened and more acidic can corrode piping and dissolve
lead in solution.
As regards the outside air, it is fine, very fine and ultra-
fine particles on which the attention is focused.
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Recommendations

The CWEDD draws your attention to the sometimes
considerable delay which can exist between exposure
to toxic substances or nuisances, on the one hand, and
their effects on health, on the other. Any policy on
environment / health should consequently take a
long-term view. The CWEDD also recalls a suggestion
from its memorandum of 2004, namely that a nation-
al databank should be created, with information on
the state of research from all over the world. Indeed in
this field, more than in any other, it may prove useful
to apply research carried out elsewhere – in particular,
due to the difficulty of establishing causal links
between factors and effects.

Environmental health policy suffers from structural
defects which, in the CWEDD’s view, make it difficult
to take effective measures. One problem is that health
and environmental expertise is scattered throughout
Belgium. Another is the lack of data on which to base
a policy for this subject, and yet another is the lack of
compatibility for data existing on different levels of the
Belgian system. The first thing to do is to put right
these shortcomings.

In this context, the CWEDD considers that setting up
an Environment / Health “Task Force” is a step in the
right direction on the structural level, but nonetheless
more needs to be done.

The CWEDD is insistent that the Regional
Environmental / Health Action Plan (PARES) should be
put into practice, so that campaigns can be initiated
and an adequate monitoring structure can be created.

With regard to data, the CWEDD has the following
specific proposals:
- set up a longitudinal epidemiological monitoring pro-

gramme (bio-monitoring, etc.) in the Walloon
Region;

- collaborate with general practitioners to set up a
medical monitoring programme.

In its memorandum of May 2004, the CWEDD insist-
ed on the importance of taking action against domes-
tic pollution. It still considers today that awareness
raising on this matter is of prime importance, even if

Prospective Note | CWEDD
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some progress has been made through the develop-
ment of “green ambulances” or using information
provided by various associations. In the light of the
obligations laid down by European regulations on the
registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction
of chemicals (“REACH”), which will make more data
available on chemical substances, the CWEDD there-
fore suggests:
- that specific training should be provided for front-

line health practitioners and architects;
- that particularly vulnerable groups should be target-

ed (pregnant women, young children, etc.) via doc-
tors, schools and so on;

- that consumers and professionals should be educat-
ed as to reasonable procedures for handling haz-
ardous substances, pesticides and biocides in the
home;

- that easy-to-read labels should be developed for
pesticides and biocides, giving precise and unam-
biguous information as to the quantities to be used,
the dosage, the conditions of use, the special pre-
cautions to be taken (in particular, as regards chil-
dren), storage procedures, and the disposal of pack-
aging and residues.

With regard to the water supply, the CWEDD recom-
mends vigilance in relation to the combined problem
of “lead piping/poorly regulated softeners”, which
can result in lead entering water supplies in solution.
Consumers should be informed of this and the rele-
vant professionals should be made accountable for
the problem.

Recommendations on 
specific subject areas

>2

As for air quality and health, the CWEDD recommends
the following (in the context of an overall particulate
plan for the Walloon Region, which is still to be imple-
mented): 
- modify the car tax system by taking into account pol-

lutants other than CO2 (taking the ECOSCORE  sys-
tem as a guide, for example);

- develop a system of air quality measurements which
would also target the finest particles;

- rapidly fit all TEC (public transport) buses with parti-
cle filters or alternative engines (compressed natural
gas, hybrid system, etc.) giving priority to urban
routes.

As early as 2001, the CWEDD was recommending a
drive to inform people and raise awareness of the risks
associated with mobile telephony (GSM) masts and of
simple precautionary measures to be adopted in rela-
tion to mobile phones and electrical appliances. It is
pleased that the Government has launched a review of
questions relating to mobile telephone masts, and
hopes that this will result in specific action. Moreover,
if standards relating to electromagnetic radiation have
indeed been fixed, the CWEDD recommends that
compliance should be enforced, and that the mission
statement of the body which regulates the telecom-
munications market, the Belgian Institute for Postal
Services and Telecommunications (IBPT) should
include an instruction to monitor compliance with the
standards.

Finally, as regards the specific area of noise, the
Walloon Region should conform to European
Directive 2002/49/EC. So an appraisal should be
drawn up without delay, whilst we continue to take
noise abatement measures in areas where problems
have already been clearly identified. It is thus impera-
tive to draw up maps of noise levels and to establish
noise exposure charts for the motorways and railways.
Quiet areas must be preserved in built-up areas and
elsewhere, and public awareness of these questions
must be increased.
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Walloon Environmental
Council for Sustainable
Development

The Walloon Environmental Council for Sustai-
nable Development is a consultative body which
brings together various stakeholders of society.

Through its advice, it provides advice to the public
authorities in relation to sustainable develop-
ment.

Origins

On 27 June, 1985, the Council of the European
Communities adopted a directive governing the
assessment of factors influencing certain public and
private projects relating to the environment. The
Walloon Region soon transposed that Directive by
adopting, on 11 September, 1985, the decree govern-
ing the assessment of environmental impacts. This
decree created the Walloon Environmental Council
(CWE) which began its work on 29 June, 1988.

Following the United Nations Conference on the
Environment and Development (Rio, 1992), a decree
relating to environmental planning in the context of
sustainable development was adopted by the Region
on 21 April, 1994. On the basis of that decree, the
Walloon Environmental Council for Sustainable
Development (Conseil wallon de l'Environnement pour
le Développement durable - CWEDD) succeeded the
CWE.

Mission statement

Speaking generally, the mission of the CWEDD,
acting as a consultative body, is to issue advice to
the public authorities of the Walloon Region (Wal-
loon Government, Minister of the Environment,
Municipal Councils, etc.) on various questions
relating to the environment.

The CWEDD’s mission is restricted to what it has been
entrusted with doing – in particular, by the first volume
of the Environment Code (decree dated 27 May,

2004) and the Walloon Code for Land-use Planning,
Town Planning and Heritage 
(decree dated 27 November, 1997).

Its duties relate to:
- the assessment of environmental impacts (applied to

both projects and plan or programmes),
- Environmental planning for sustainable develop-

ment,
- and any other tasks assigned to it by the Government.

AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  iimmppaaccttss
The CWEDD issues advice (with grounds) on the qua-
lity of all environmental impact assessments (EIA) car-
ried out in the Walloon Region and the environmental
advisability of the corresponding projects, covering
the following main fields:
• land-use planning,
• infrastructures,
• quarries,
• industrial processes relating to energy,
• industrial processes involving material processing,
• waste and water management,
• agriculture,
• drawing up and amending of planning schemes.

The CWEDD also issues an advice on any application
for approval by design offices authorised to carry out
such environmental impact assessments.

Finally, the CWEDD issues advice on other documents
assessing environmental impacts relating to land-use
planning and on the assessment of plans and pro-
grammes (Strategic environmental assessment).

Advice relating to various forms of environmental
assessment represent more than 90 % of the advice
issued by the CWEDD.
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Walloon Environmental Council for Sustainable Development

What are the main objectives expected from the implementation of procedures for assessing environmental impacts?

1) To protect and improve the quality of the living environment and the living conditions of the population in order to
provide it with an environment which is healthy, safe and pleasant.

2) To manage the living environment and natural resources in such a way as to preserve their qualities and to make
rational and judicious use of their potentialities.

3) To create a balance between human needs and the living environment which allows the entire population to enjoy
a suitable and sustainable living environment and living conditions.

4) To provide a high level of protection for the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental
considerations into the drawing up and adoption of plans and programmes likely to have any significant environ-
mental impact with a view to furthering sustainable development. 

EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ppllaannnniinngg  ffoorr  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt
The CWEDD is consulted on three main types of doc-
ument:
- the Report on the State of the Walloon Environment.

This takes a critical look at the evolution of the vari-
ous components of the environment and the pres-
sures exerted by human activities, and attempts to
look ahead. At the Government’s request, this advice
is also the subject of a round table discussion which
is also attended by the CESRW and the CWEDD. The
latter then draws up a summary listing the results of

What is environmental planning for sustainable development?
It is aimed at: 
1) preserving natural resources and ecosystems.
2) preventing or diminishing environmental nuisances triggered by human activities.
3) taking the environmental dimension of sustainable development into account at Regional level.

Organisation of work

The CWEDD comprises a Plenary meeting, a Board, Spe-
cialised sections and Working groups.

PPlleennaarryy  mmeeeettiinngg
The Plenary meeting is the decision-making body of
the CWEDD. It has 26 members, who are empowered
to vote on and approve advice, recommendations and
proposals prepared by the Specialised sections or
Working groups. It usually meets once a month.

BBooaarrdd
The Board organises the CWEDD’s work. It is made up
of the Chair and the Vice-Chairs, together with the

this consultation, and a prospective note which is a
forecast that may include suggestions relating to
measures to combat and prevent any deterioration
of the environment;

- the Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development
(PEDD) which lays down the main lines to be fol-
lowed in the medium and long terms once decisions
have been taken by the public authorities;

- the sector programmes (relating to waste manage-
ment, air quality, soil quality and the protection of
nature) and hydrographical basin management
plans.

Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Sections. The Secretary
is also a member. It carries out the preparations for the
Plenary meeting of the CWEDD and ensures that eve-
rything runs smoothly. It usually meets once a month.

SSppeecciiaalliisseedd  sseeccttiioonnss
The Section dealing with “Assessment of environmen-
tal impacts” and the Section dealing with “Environ-
mental planning” prepare most of the reports. They
meet on average twice a month. 

WWoorrkkiinngg  ggrroouuppss
The Working groups prepare the CWEDD’s reports in rela-
tion to those assignments which have no direct connec-
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tion with the assessment of environmental impacts or with
environmental planning for sustainable development.

Membership

Persons representing different areas of society
with specialist knowledge relating to the envi-
ronment make up the CWEDD.

The CWEDD is made up of 26 serving members and 26
acting members, taken from the following bodies *:
- Walloon Business Federation (3)
- Professional agricultural organisations (2)
- Trade union organisations (2)
- Organisations representing the liberal professions and

self-employed (2)
- Environmental protection associations (4)
- Consumer associations (1)
- Union of Towns and Villages of Walloon Region (2)
- French-speaking University Institutions (3)
*Numbers in brackets represent the numbers of serving

members (each of whom has an acting member).

The Chairs (serving members) and Vice-Chairs (acting
members) of seven Councils or Commissions are also
members of the CWEDD:
• Regional Waste Commission
• Consultative Commission on Water
• Regional Commission for Land-use Planning
• Regional Advisory Commission on the Operation of

Quarries
• Walloon Higher Council  for Nature Conservation
• Walloon Higher Council for Forestry and Timber Indus-

try
• Walloon Higher Council for Agriculture, Food Pro-

cessing and Food.

The Chair, the two Vice-Chairs and the members are
appointed by the Government. All mandates run for a
5-year period. The last time any mandates were renewed
was in December, 2005.

TThhee  SSeeccrreettaarriiaatt
The Secretariat is responsible for all the work required
to keep the CWEDD in operation. It not only carries
out day-to-day administrative work, but also provides
technical support, together with research and devel-
opment work.

The members of the Secretariat form part of the per-
sonnel of the Economic and Social Council of the
Walloon Region (CESRW), one of the duties of which
is to provide secretarial assistance for various Walloon
advisory councils.

Prospective Note | CWEDD
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CWEDD members
Organisations Serving members Acting members
Walloon Business Federation

C. NEVEN J. MARBEHANT
A. LEBRUN M. VANDER GUCHT
J. DE BRAKELEER, Vice-Chair N. BRUNELLE

Professional B. DECOCK I. JAUMOTTE
agricultural organisations S. VAN WAEYENBERGE Y. SOMVILLE
Trade union organisations J-L. CANIEAU, Chair D. DEFRISE

J. DECROP B. VELLANDE
Organisations representing the  A. DEPLAE V. MEEUS
liberal professions and self-employed Ch. ISTASSE V. BOUGARD
Environmental protection B. GERMEAU M. FOURNY
associations O. GUILLITTE, Vice-Chair E. POSKIN

S. DAWANCE M. CORS
P. KELLETER V. PATERNOSTRE

Consumer associations A. GODEAU M. VANDERCAMMEN
Union of Towns and Villages  Cl. PUTS C. TERMOL 
of Walloon Region M. MOREAU T. DE SCHUTTER
University institutions J-P. DESCY P. KESTEMONT

M-F. GODART A. MORONCINI
J-P. THOME M-S. GROGNET

Councils and commissions
CRD F. PEIGNEUX [to be appointed]
CCE JM. MARCOEN V. PAEPS
CRAEC M. CALOZET [to be appointed]
CRAT M. ANDRE Ch. TAXHET
CSWCN J. HUYSECOM [to be appointed]
CSWFFB [to be appointed] P. SCHOLTES
CSWAAA A. LEDENT [not provided for by the statutes]

Members of Secretariat
Secretary: Frédéric ROUXHET
Deputy secretaries: Benoît BRASSINE and Pierre-Jacques HEINE
Policy officers: Sandrine DAVID, Anne-Catherine KLINKENBERG, Alain MAIRESSE
Administrative secretaries: Anne FRAIKIN and Catherine TERWAGNE

Walloon Environmental Council for Sustainable Development
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Acronyms and abbreviations
CCE Consultative Commission on Water - Commission consultative de l’eau
CESRW Economic and Social Council for Walloon Region

Conseil économique et social de la Région wallonne
CET Landfill site - Centre d’enfouissement technique
COV Volatile organic compound - Composé organique volatil
CPDT Standing Conference on Regional Development

Conférence permanente du développement territorial
CRAEC Regional Advisory Council on Operation of Quarries

Commission régionale d’avis pour l’exploitation des carrières
CRAT Regional Land-use Planning Commission - Commission régionale de l’aménagement du territoire
CRD Regional Waste Commission - Commission régionale des déchets
CRIE Regional Environmental Education Centre - Centre régional d’initiation à l’environnement
CSWAAA Walloon Higher Council for Agriculture, Food Processing and Food - Conseil supérieur wallon 

de l’agriculture, de l’agro-alimentaire et de l’alimentation
CSWCN Walloon Higher Council for Nature Conservation - Conseil supérieur wallon de la conservation 

de la nature
CSWFFB Walloon Higher Council for Forestry and Timber Industry - Conseil supérieur wallon des forêts 

et de la filière « bois »
CWEDD Walloon Environmental Council for Sustainable Development - Conseil wallon 

de l’environnement pour le développement durable
CWEPS Walloon Statistics Council - Conseil wallon de l’évaluation, de la prospective et de la statistique
DEEE Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment - WEEE - Déchet d’équipements électriques 

et électroniques
DGATLP Directorate-General for Land-use Planning, Housing and Heritage (former title of the Directorate-

General – “Land-use Planning, Housing, Heritage and Energy” of the Walloon Public Service 
Direction générale de l’Aménagement du Territoire, du Logement et du Patrimoine (ancienne 
appellation de la Direction générale « Aménagement du Territoire, Logement, Patrimoine, Energie » 
du Service public de Wallonie)

DPU Right under the single payment scheme (SPS) - Droit au paiement unique
ETM Metal trace elements - MTE - Elément trace métallique
HAP Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon - Hydocarbure aromatique polycyclique
IBPT Belgian Institute for Postal Services and Telecommunications - Institut belge des services postaux 

et des télécommunications
IWEPS Walloon Institute of Assessment, Forecasting and Statistics - Institut wallon de l’évaluation, 

de la prospective et de la statistique
MAE Agri-environmental measure - AEM - Mesure agri-environnementale
NOx Nitrogen oxide - Oxyde d’azote
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OCDE Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development - OECD - Organisation de coopération 
et de développement économiques

PCB Polychlorobiphenyl - Polychlorobiphényle
PEDD Environmental plan for sustainable development 

Plan d’environnement pour le développement durable
Plan P.L.U.I.E.S. Plan for preventing and combating flooding and its effects on victims - Plan de prévention et 

de lutte contre les inondations et leurs effets sur les sinistrés
PME Small and medium enterprise - SME - Petite et moyenne entreprise
REACH European Regulations on the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemical- 

Règlement européen sur l’enregistrement, l’évaluation, l’autorisation et les restrictions 
des substances chimiques

RER Express regional network - Réseau express régional
SDER Regional spatial development plan - Schéma de développement de l’espace régional
SRDD Regional sustainable development strategy - Stratégie régionale de développement durable
STEP Wastewater treatment plant - Station d’épuration
TEC Name of the Walloon public transport company - Transport en commun
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Rue du Vertbois, 13c
4000 Liège
Belgique
Tel. : +32 (0)4 232 98 47 / 48
Fax : +32 (0)4 232 98 10
E-mail : contact@cwedd.be
http://www.cwedd.be
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